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CONTEI{TS OF A BIOIÆICAL ASSESSTIEIIT (BA) SI'B}rrTfED
:!o FISE AIID WTLITI¡rFE SERVICE (FI{S)

Description of preferred al.ternative. rf no preferred alternative, each
alternative ¡nuet have a eeparate biotogical asgessment. The description
should include (but is not rLml-ted to) the tlpe and eco¡re of action
propoaed' a chronolog'y of when aesociated activitiee will occur, and
past conaultattone wlth FI{s. t{e encourage you to Ínclude a copy of the
envlronmentar docunent for further crariftcatLon.

ArternatLvee. sectlon z regulatlone recotrmend that the btotogical
aaseEEment l-nclude a discusslon and analyals of alternative actLons that
were considered for the project. The Ft{s requests that if the agency is
not provldlng an envlronmental docunent, (as requested above) that the
biologlcal assegsment Ltserf Lncrude the al_ternativee analysis.

Description of proJect area. The degcrlptl_on of the location of the
analysis area ehould l-ncrude either a legal description or map. The BA
should also detail the environmental baseline, such as past and present
actlvl-tleg thãt have occurred in the analysLs area or adJacent to the
area' depending on the specLes and the proposed action. The btologlcal
asgeegment ghould descrLbe in detair the current envl_ronnent. A
diecussion of specific impacte to the analysis area would be appropriate
here as welr. rf ¡rou are unsure of how large an area to consíder in
your environmental description, consideration of an entire drainage may
be necessary.
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List of Speciee. U6e FWS speciea l ist and
have asked for our concurrence on a liet,
Always reference the 1-4- -Sp- number
number) .

the CDC l-nformation. If you
lndicate that in the BA.
(cal led a species l is t

Description of the species and habitat. This shourd incrude
deecriptions of how the species may be uti l izing the habitat - i.e.
wintering bard eagles foraging and roosting along bodies of hrater. you
may want to include a description of the general and local status of the
species.

on-s i te  rnspect ion.  The b io logical -  a€¡gesEment shourd inc lude
descr ipt ions of  inventor ie.  or  surveys (or  on-s i te  inspect ions)
conducted prior to preparation of the BA. These descriptions should
incrude when the survey was done, how it wae done, and what specieb were
considered. rf surveys are incruded. in the mitigatior, *"""rlrãs, they
should be indicated in  the Record of  Decis ion.



7. Analyeie of effecte. The analyeig should include a review of the
direct, indirect and cumulative effecte of the action on the species and
habitat. Indirect effecte ghould include all future actl-vit iee expected
as a reÉtult of the project. L.e. - roads associated with timber sale
propoeala and increaeed human accesE.

8. Mitigation mêasuree that avold adverge J.npacte. Theee meaaures will be
repeated in the concurrence letter fron Ft{S and are mandated.
Furthermore, the nitigatlon measuree ehould be repeated In the Record of
Declslon. the FWS wJ-Il regueqt a copy of the Record of Decleion for our
f1lee. (Ft¡S remlnds the federal agency that the Record of Dectslon must
not be algned or fl-naL until Sectlon 7 complLance LE complete. )

9. Conclueion. The concluelon ehould make a fl,na1 determlnation of effect,
euch ae no effect, not l ikely to effect, I lkely to adversely or
benefLcially effect, or JeopardLze the continued exLetence and recovery

' of a speciee. The BA should aleo include an explanation of how the
dete¡minatíon was made.

10. Referenceg. Referencea can include any EA/EIS documentation (in draft
forn), speclfJ-c referenceE to Land Management Plans, other current
literature and personal correapondence (include name and current
locat ion) .

11. Record of Decision. The FwS will ask for a copy of the Record of
Decieion for the fi les. The purpose is to aEerure that the decision
maker is fully aware of the measurea indicated in the BA that avoid
impacte to endangered epecieg and that theEe meac¡ures wl-Il be
Í-utplenented as part-of-the-action. Once again, we remind the federal
agency or repreaentative that no Record of Decision ig signed or f inal
prior to completion of Section 7.


